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This brochure is a work-in-progress, and will be updated regularly. Therefore 
feedback and additional information on these and any other sites related to this 

topic in the Olde English District are welcomed.

For further information, contact:
Olde English District Tourism Commission

3200 Commerce Drive, Suite A
Richburg, South Carolina 29729

803-789-7076 or 1-800-968-5909 • Fax: 803-789-7077
www.OldeEnglishDistrict.com

email: info@OldeEnglishDistrict.com



(The following material is excerpted from the book, Touring the 
Carolinas’ Civil War Sites by Clint Johnson. Used with permission.)

Sherman’s Feint Tour

When William T. Sherman and his sixty-three thousand, lean, 
mean soldiers entered South Carolina in late January and early Feb-
ruary 1865, there was virtually nothing to stop them. Confederates 
made small, desperate stands behind the Salkehatchie and North 
Edisto Rivers, but their depleted regiments were simply no match 
for whole Union armies. Sherman’s army was so overwhelming, 
Confederate General Joseph Johnston compared it to the one com-
manded by Julius Caesar.

South Carolina was open, and Sherman’s men made the most of it. 
They took their revenge on the first state to secede from the Union 
at every tiny farm, large plantation, and small town from Savannah 
to Columbia. Hardeeville, Estill, Poctotaligo, Barnwell, Bamberg, 
Blackville, Orangeburg, Midway, Lexington, and countless other 
crossroads villages suffered from the looting and burning of the 
Union invaders.

In Barnwell, as Federals looted her home, a woman complained: 
“We expect civil treatment from gentlemen.” A Union soldier 
replied: “There are no gentlemen in the Union Army. We are all con-
victs turned out to end the rebellion.” The woman then said: “Then 
officers will treat us like ladies.” The soldier ended the conversation 
with a chilling: “You’ll find the officers are worse than the men”.

And it was so. Letters and reports from Federal officers made 
it clear that they believed South Carolina was a “hellhole of seces-
sion,” and that they cared little what their men did. Even Union 
chaplains approved of the punishment the army doled out to the 
civilians of South Carolina. After the war, Sherman said that he 
did all he could to protect private property, but he couldn’t be 
held responsible when his men ignored his orders. He claimed he 
personally damaged only one piece of private property during the 
whole campaign, a chair that he broke up to feed a fire.

Some soldiers did worse than burning and looting. Occasional 
violence against civilians was always possible during the march, 
particularly at the hands of Sherman’s “bummers,” the foragers who 
operated in front of the main regiments. One story describes how a 
detachment of Confederate cavalry were riding near Aiken when 
they came upon a grief-stricken farmer. His daughter had been raped 
and killed by Federal soldiers. The Confederates captured the seven 
Federals and cut their throats, leaving them in a ditch with a note 
pinned to their chests describing their crime. Sherman ordered his 
officers to respond by executing an equal number of Confederate 
prisoners for every Union soldier found butchered

Sherman knew his force was larger than anything the Confeder-
ates could muster on their best day. In fact, Sherman’s sixty-three-
thousand-man army was more than twice as large as Robert E. Lee’s 

army, which was trapped in Petersburg, Virginia, by Union General 
Ulysses S. Grant.

Still, Sherman wanted to be careful. He was deep in hostile territory, 
hundreds of miles from supplies and any other Union forces. He had to 
keep the Confederates guessing what he would do next.

After leaving Columbia, Sherman’s next objective was either 
Raleigh or Goldsboro in northeast North Carolina. However, to keep 
Confederates in North Carolina from concentrating their forces in 
the northeast part of the state, he decided to “feint” directly north of 
Columbia in the direction of Charlotte, North Carolina. A feint is a 
military movement that fakes the army’s true direction.

After three days in Columbia, Sherman’s men headed north. In 
their path lay the little town of Winnsboro, South Carolina. When 
the Federals left Columbia a smoldering ruin on February 20, 1865, 
there was no reason for civilians in their path to believe a better fate 
awaited them.

Sherman’s Feint Tour begins at Exit 27 on I-77 in the town of 
Blythewood, just north of Columbia.

At Exit 27, turn west off I-77 onto S.C. 555. Within a few hundred 
yards west of the interstate, pass Sandy Level Church on the right, 
which was there during the war. 

At 0.9 mile after leaving the interstate, turn right, or north, onto 
Syrup Mill Road. This is the same route Sherman and his right wing, 
made up of the thirty thousand men in the 17th and 15th Corps, took 
on the way to the town of Winnsboro, about 13 miles away. The left 
wing, the 20th and the 14th Corps, used another road.

As the Union soldiers marched toward Winnsboro, they saw smoke 
on the horizon. This was the work of the bummers, who were already 
burning the town. The men started double-quick marching in order 
to reach Winnsboro before the bummers had destroyed not only the 
buildings in town, but more importantly, the food.

More than thirty buildings in Winnsboro were burned before the 
Union soldiers could put out the flames. Still, it could have been 
worse. Citizens wrote of bummers having “snowball fights” with 
flour, and of ham hocks that were soaked with fuel and set ablaze 
before the regular Federal regiments moved into town. However, 
most of the town escaped destruction, and many antebellum homes 
still stand today.

Sherman’s Exit Tour

When Sherman’s army left Columbia on February 20, 1865, it 
appeared it was heading directly north towards Charlotte, North 
Carolina, allowing residents in the towns northeast of Columbia to 
breathe a little sigh of relief. However, it was only a brief respite. 
Sherman was only “feinting” north, faking his true direction in an 
attempt to keep the Confederates from concentrating their forces 
against him. Once Sherman left Winnsboro, South Carolina, just 
north of Columbia, most of the sixty-three thousand men in his 
column turned northeast.

On February 24, 1865, the town of Camden, South Carolina, saw 
its first bluecoats. The only resistance in the town came from some 
Confederate cavalrymen, who fired at the Federals from Hobkirk 
Hill, the site of a Revolutionary War battle.

In Camden, the Federals burned the railroad depots, a bridge, 



two thousand bales of cotton, food warehouses, and a flour mill. As 
they had at every stop along the way, the soldiers raided the houses 
of residents. One of the houses they entered belonged to the ninety-
three-year-old father-in-law of Mary Boykin Chesnut. The old blind 
man was protected by a slave who refused to leave his side, though 
invited along by the Federals. Of the old man, who struck out at the 
Federals with his cane, Mrs. Chesnut wrote, “This old man is of a 
species that we will see no more; the last of the lordly planters who 
ruled this Southern world. His manners are unequaled still, but 
underneath this smooth exterior lies the grip of a tyrant whose will 
has never been crossed.”

Most of Camden escaped the torch, but the town did suffer financial-
ly. Wagons loaded with gold and Confederate bonds were discovered in 
the woods near the town. Most of the loot was turned over to the Union 
corps commanders. Still, the soldiers who found the wagons seemed to 
be a little more flush with cash for the rest of the war.

The army’s movement north toward the town of Cheraw was 
slowed by heavy rains that turned every creek into a river and every 
low spot into a swamp. The water was so cold in some places that a 
thin sheet of ice formed which the soldiers smashed with their shoes.

The cold, rain, and constant sniping of Confederate soldiers put 
Sherman’s men in a foul mood as they approached the towns of 
Cheraw and Chesterfield. At a county meeting on November 15, 
1860, Chesterfield had been the first South Carolina county to pub-
licly support secession. Cheraw was the home of two men who had 
led the secession movement.

Cheraw, founded in 1768 on the banks of the Pee Dee River, was 
a rich little trading village. During the war, the town became the 
destination of many of Charleston’s wealthiest families who were 
escaping the Federal bombardment. Many of the Charlestonians’ 
prized possessions were taken to the town, including a considerable 
quantity of imported European Madeira wine.

When Confederate Lieutenant General William J. Hardee 
retreated from Charleston, he brought his small force of ten thou-
sand soldiers to Cheraw. Hardee’s army had tons of black powder 
and many cannons with them, which Hardee hoped to transfer to 
a railroad in North Carolina. Also with Hardee’s force were many 
young, frightened teenagers called “kid soldiers.” These young men 
had never even heard a gunshot. It was an indication of how far down 
the Confederacy had sunk.

The Federals entered Cheraw on March 3, 1865, skirmishing with 
retreating Confederates in the streets of the town. One diarist thought it 
was hailing on his roof. He walked outside and discovered it was indeed 
hailing musket balls from Federal troops. “The streets filled with blue-
coats. They seemed to spring from the ground,” wrote one woman.

Hardee’s men skirmished with the Federals all the way down to 
the Pee Dee River. As the Confederates retreated, they burned the 
covered bridge over the river. The Confederates did not have time to 
destroy any of their extra ammunition. One Federal report claimed 
seventeen pieces of artillery, two thousand muskets, and one build-
ing containing ammunition were captured from the Confederates. 
The report did not mention a second Confederate ammunition dump 
in an open ravine near the river. Some unsuspecting Federals would 
find that soon enough.

Sherman’s men captured eight wagonloads of Madeira, which 

found its way to Sherman’s headquarters. Nearly every officer except 
Sherman spent the first night in Cheraw drinking and singing. It 
was not until the next morning that Sherman’s generals realized 
that he had not approved of their revelry. One staff general started 
to apologize, but Sherman waved his hand without even looking up 
from his breakfast.

“Never mind explaining. Just see that the like of that doesn’t hap-
pen again,” Sherman said.

While visiting with a local family, Sherman was asked by the host 
what he intended to do next.

“I have sixty thousand men out there. I intend to go pretty much 
where I please,” was the answer.

Not all of Sherman’s soldiers would go with him. Down on the Pee 
Dee River, intoxicated soldiers found some small cakes of gunpow-
der lying on top of the ground. They proceeded to light the cakes, 
creating what was commonly called a “gunpowder jollification.” 
Small piles of black powder lit in the open air do not explode, but 
make a great “puff” of sound and a white cloud of smoke. Watch-
ing the action creates a few seconds of fun. That is assuming, of 
course, that there is not a trail of black powder leading from one of 
those little cakes down to a ravine piled high with tons of the stuff. 
Six soldiers and, perhaps, some Cheraw civilians were lost in the 
explosion, which blew out the windows of every house near the river.

Sherman threatened to execute the mayor and burn the city in 
retaliation for the deaths of his men until he realized the incident 
was merely a repeat of what had occurred just a few days earlier in 
Columbia. Since leaving Savannah, Sherman had lost more men in 
self-induced explosions than had been lost to Confederate gunfire.

However, Cheraw was the scene of at least one act of Federal 
retaliation. Union soldiers found the dead body of one of their men 
with the message “Death To Foragers” pinned to his coat. Earlier, 
Sherman had issued a standing order that one Confederate prisoner 
would be executed for every Federal soldier found executed. The 
major of the dead Federal initially refused to pick a Confederate for 
execution. He thought the soldier, unpopular among his own mates, 
might have been murdered by another Federal. Sherman threatened 
the major with court-martial unless he followed the order.

An old prisoner, the father of nine girls and a Methodist minister, 
who claimed he had never even been in combat, drew the black slip of 
paper that marked him for execution. The major tried to tie his hands, 
but the man asked for no restraints. The major handed him a hand-
kerchief and told the prisoner to drop it when he finished his prayers.

According to a Wisconsin soldier who watched the scene: “As 
the smoke floated away among the tall pines, our boys looked with 
sadness upon the bleeding corpse of a brave old man who had met 
death unflinchingly and heroically for the crime of another man. If 
the old man had bounded away into the forest, we’d never have run 
a step to catch him.”

After leaving Cheraw, Sherman’s army passed into North Caro-
lina at five different points fanning out from the town.

(Permission to reprint this material from Touring the Civil War 
Sites by Clint Johnson was granted by John F. Blair, Publisher, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.)



Much of the Chester County information—which has been graciously 
shared—was made available through the research efforts of Nancy 
Anderson for the Chester County Historical Society. 

During the War, Chesterville (as the city was called) was an 
important location. Three railroads, carrying troops to battle and 
bringing back wounded soldiers, ran through it. The women of the 
town met the trains, cared for the wounded and fed the starving 
troops. As the War was coming to an end, Chesterville became 
a beacon for refugees fleeing the Union Army and the fall of the 
Confederacy. It was the end of the line for the heavily guarded 
Confederate treasury train, which reached Chesterville on April 13, 
1865, leading to several interesting occurrences in or near the town.

Confederate MonuMents                        
fishing Creek Presbyterian ChurCh, C. 1752

The first Confederate Monument was erected by the Lafayette 
Straight Chapter of the Daughters of the Confederacy in 1929. The 
monument consists of granite mortar and a podium built upon 
two granite grist meal stones.  In 2002, another monument was 
erected to honor Revolutionary and Civil War veterans.  On this 
monument are the names of 38 Confederate veterans buried in the 
church cemetery.
Location: In front of historic Fishing Creek Cemetery, 3087 Fishing 
Creek Church Road, Chester
Contact: Church Office (803) 789-3067 or (803) 789-5563

WoodWard baPtist ChurCh
Mrs. Jefferson Davis and children were passengers on one of 

the trains that arrived in Chester. When the wagons carrying the 
gold and silver left, she and the other women were placed in an 
ambulance as a mode of transportation. Heavy rains left the roads 
muddy and almost impassable. When the wagons bogged down, the 
first lady carried her baby in her arms and walked about six miles 
to the church where they slept on the pews.
Location: 1570 Ashford Road, 3.5 miles south of Chester. (Acces-
sible from 72/321 By-pass). Church Office (803) 377-3596 
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332    
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net

southern railroad 
Military correspondent, Major Felix Gregory DeFontaine found 

numerous ironbound boxes that contained valuable Confeder-
ate records, including both the provisional constitution and the 
permanent constitution. He sold them, and the provisional docu-
ment ended up in the Confederate Museum in Richmond. The 
permanent constitution is now owned by the University of Georgia. 
Major DeFontaine also brought a portable printing press to Ches-

ter. The Historical Museum has copies of an issue dated April 19, 
1865, printed in Chester with the headlines: GENERAL LEE A 
PRISONER OF WAR! OFFICERS AND MEN IN TEARS! SAD 
DETAILS!
Location: Lancaster Street
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net

hoPeWell arP ChurCh and                 
burrel heMPhill MonuMent

Burrel Hemphill was a slave of Robert Hemphill, who owned 
twenty two hundred acres near the church. When the Federal 
troops arrived, the Hemphill family fled, leaving Burrel in charge 
of the plantation. It is reported that he buried the family silver in 
the woods, but was caught by Union soldiers upon his return. 
According to his grandson, who witnessed the incident, Hemphill 
refused to tell the Union soldiers where to find the loot. The angry 
Federal soldiers then dragged Burrel to a spot near the church 
where they hanged him and shot up his body for target practice. 
A granite marker honors Burrel Hemphill: “In Memory of Burrel 
Hemphill Killed by Union Soldiers February, 1865. Although a 
Slave He Gave His Life Rather Than Betray a Trust. He was a 
member of Hopewell.”
Location: 1341 Hopewell Church Road (12 miles south of Ches-
ter), Blackstock (I-77 travelers take Exit 55. Go north to Moffet 
Creek Road and turn left. At Hopewell Church Road, turn right). 
(803) 581-3818.
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net

CaPt. obadiah hardin’s grave                     
in brushy fork ChurCh CeMetery

Captain Obadiah Hardin commanded a 38-man company 
known as the Chester Guards, composed mostly of men from west-
ern Chester County. He was wounded at Drainesville December 
20, 1861 and died December 28th at a hospital in Richmond, VA.
Location: West of Chester, off Highway 9. Follow Highway 9 W for 
about 11 miles and turn left onto Wood’s Ferry Road. The cemetery 
is located 32 miles on left in front of Brushy Fork Baptist Church. 
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332    
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net
Contact:  George Moore, Chester District Genealogical Society 
(P.O. Box  336, Richburg, SC 29729).

Mary boykin Chesnut Plaque                 
(davega building)

In March 1865, Mrs. Chesnut, the Civil War diarist, stayed in 
an apartment in this building for a few days. Some parts of her 
“Diary” were written during her stay.
Location: Front of the Davega Building, 124 Main Street, Down-
town Chester
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net



Chester County historiCal soCiety MuseuM
The museum has a number of items that relate to the War. Included 

are pictures of the four signers of the Ordinance of Secession from 
Chester County with a biography of each on display, an original copy 
of the Ordinance given by one of the signers, an assortment of field 
gear, a uniform, several flags, firearms, and other items relating to 
units from Chester. Copies of the April 16, 1865 newspaper, THE 
DAILY SOUTH CAROLINIAN, published by F. O. DeFontaine 
are also available. Open Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 10:00 
am - 3:00 pm. Admission is $3/Adults, $2/Seniors & Students, 12 and 
under/Free. School groups free. Group rates available.  
Location: 107 McAliley Street (behind the courthouse).
(803) 385-2332   e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net 

evergreen CeMetery
The largest and oldest cemetery in Chester has an area set aside 

for Confederate War soldiers. This area includes a memorial 
marker, two headstones of known soldiers of the Confederate War, 
and 55 headstones of unknown soldiers. There is one grave of a 
Union soldier who died in Chester on March 14, 1866.
Location: On Cemetery Street. The area is located near the middle 
of the cemetery on the right side.
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net

Parrot Cannons, doWntoWn Chester
The Chester County Historical Society has on display in the city 

of Chester two Parrot Cannons. Four cannons were uncovered at a 
church near the railroad in 1986. The trunnions had been removed 
and the barrels spiked. Obviously, they were rendered unusable to 
keep them from being taken by the approaching Union Army. One 
cannon is on top of the hill and the second, in front of the Courthouse. 
The third cannon is on display at the State Museum in Columbia (SC). 
The fourth one is only used for firing demonstrations at special events.
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net

Confederate MonuMent                        
doWntoWn Chester

Erected in 1905 at the town square to honor the men who gave their 
lives for the Confederacy, the monument is made of granite and stands 
41 feet high with inscriptions on two sides. One inscription reads, 
“Time may crumble this monument, but time cannot dim their glory.”
Location: Town Square, Gadsden Street 
Contact: Chester County Historical Society, (803) 385-2332
e-mail: ccmuseum@truvista.net

Confederate MonuMent                            
union arP ChurCh

Confederate Monument erected by the Lafayette Straight Chapter 
of the Daughters of the Confederacy on May 7, 1939.
Location: Historic Union Associate Reformed Church Cemetery. 
3594 Lancaster Hwy, Chester.
Contact: Rev. Allen Derrick, (803) 789-3050

Chester County library                                 
s. leWis bell rooM

The S. Lewis Bell Room contains a list of known Confederate 
soldiers from Chester County, books listing Civil War era P.O.W.s 
and post war pardon applications, as well as other information of 
interest.   www.chesterlibsc.org
Location: 100 Center Street (at the top of the hill across from 
City Hall), Chester.
Contact:  Lea Gantt, (803) 377-8145
e-mail: leagantt@gmail.com

the John Craig house, C.1798
This home was completed by the town’s first settler, John Craig. The 

oldest house in town, it was used by Union General William T. Sher-
man as his personal headquarters during the War. Private Residence.
Location: 203 East Main Street, Chesterfield

seCession MonuMent
The first secession meeting in the South was held in Chesterfield 

on November 19, 1860. A large white flag measuring 8’x6’ with 
the words “Immediate State Action” was hung from a large red 
oak tree at the courthouse and remained there until Sherman’s sol-
diers burned the Robert Mills courthouse and the jail. Sixty years 
after the event on November 19, 1928, the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy of Chesterfield County unveiled a granite monument 
commemorating this first meeting on the courthouse lawn.
Location: Old Courthouse Lawn, 100 West Main Street, Chesterfield

old County Jail, C. 1885
This building was constructed as a jail and a residence for the 

sheriff. Its steps are made from granite salvaged from the 1825 
Courthouse burned in the War.
Location: 100 West Main Street, Chesterfield

the austin-Craig house, C. 1858
Also put to the torch by Union soldiers, this house was saved 

when a slave reported that it belonged to a Yankee. Fire marks are 
visible in this, one of the rare homes in Chesterfield to escape the 
destruction. Private Residence.
Location: 302 West Main Street, Chesterfield

dr. thoMas e. luCas house, C. 1868
This house was built for Dr. Lucas, a member of the State 

Legislature. According to legend, he made the money to build the 
home while serving as a doctor to Union troops stationed in town 
following the War. Private Residence.
Location: 716 West Main Street, Chesterfield



old Courthouse/sChool
This building, now a private residence, was constructed as a 

temporary replacement to the Courthouse burned in the Civil War. 
It was moved to its present location around 1900 and converted 
into a school.
Location: 901 West Main Street, Chesterfield

Pvt. JaMes M. Miller Marker
James M. Miller is honored, not for leading any attacks against 

the enemy, nor of bravery in the heat of the battle. The story of 
James M. Miller is one of a Confederate Soldier willingly giving up 
his life to save the life of another fellow soldier. Legend has it that 
James M Miller of older age, stepped forward in front of a firing 
squad to take the place of a young man who was the unfortunate 
winner of a draw ordered by General Sherman. The death was the 
unwarranted punishment for killing a Union solder. 
Location:  From Downtown Pageland, take a right onto Hwy #9 
towards Lancaster. Go about 3 miles, and bear left onto Hwy 601 
South, take Taxahaw Hwy. (the first road to the right, sc-s-13-67). 
Go about 100 yards and the cemetery containing the marker will 
be on the right side. 
Contact: Michael Chapman , (704) 272-6290  www.jamesmillerscv.org

toWn of Mt. Croghan
The town was almost completely destroyed during the War, but 

after many decades, it is now a growing community.
Location: Town Hall, 55 Burch Street, Mt. Croghan (9 miles NW 
of Chesterfield and 10 miles east of Pageland on SC Highway 9)
Contact: (843) 634-3810.

sites in CheraW 
Cheraw citizens were in the forefront of the South Carolina 

secession movement. The first call for secession in a public meet-
ing came from Chesterfield Courthouse on Nov. 19, 1860, several 
days before a called meeting in Abbeville. John A. Inglis and Hen-
ry McIver of Cheraw were among the delegates eventually elected 
to what became the Secession Convention. Inglis introduced the 
resolution that “the state of South Carolina should forthwith secede 
from the Federal Union”, and he was named chairman of the com-
mittee that wrote the South Carolina Ordinance of Secession.

From the very beginning of the war, Cheraw became a place 
of refuge and storehouse for valuables for those fleeing the sea 
islands and coastal cities. The vestry records of St. David’s Parish 
record some of their life. Towards the end of the war, families were 
reduced to living in boxcars along the railroad sidings near the old 
Church. Unluckily for all concerned, they moved into harm’s way. 
More of Sherman’s army passed through Cheraw than any other 
town in South Carolina.

In late February 1865 Confederate General William J. Hardee 
brought a force of more than 10,000 men to Cheraw with tons of 
powder and many cannon. Here they had a grand military review 
which impressed the new “kid soldiers,” and here they fled with 
great rapidity on the arrival of the Union Army on March 3rd, leav-
ing the powder and cannon behind, and burning the Great Pee Dee 

Bridge as they went. Hardee’s retreat was covered by the gunboat 
Pee Dee. Shortly thereafter the Pee Dee was scuttled at Mars Bluff 
to prevent its capture. This was the gunboat’s only engagement. 

Sherman and his army stayed in Cheraw for several days. One 
soldier wrote that Cheraw was “a pleasant town and an old one with 
the southern aristocratic bearing. “Other Yankee soldiers referred 
to Cheraw as a “treasure house,” because of all the valuables found 
stored here from around the state. The Union soldiers celebrated 
Lincoln’s 2nd inauguration here, drinking captured wine, firing 
cannon and looting.

Sherman, forced to wait for the arrival of pontoon bridges, 
used his days in Cheraw to get better control over his men. The 
Union Army would be leaving the “despicable” South Carolina 
and moving into North Carolina where their misbehavior might 
have political consequences. Sherman also feared that any burning 
might spread and injure his own troops.

An accidental explosion of captured Confederate powder in a 
ravine at the river hill totally razed the Cheraw business district 
and damaged plaster, windows and shutters for miles around, but 
no private dwellings or public buildings were lost in Cheraw dur-
ing Sherman’s stay. Outlying plantations and the county seat were 
destroyed, however, making it, even now, difficult to exactly date 
some properties. 

Cheraw has more than 50 antebellum buildings, and because 
Sherman and his troops were here for three days, a number of them 
were used for officers’ quarters or have stories associated with 
them. There was house to house fighting all the way down Market 
and Kershaw Streets—mini balls are still sometimes found—and 
all the churches were used as hospitals by the armies of both sides.

old st. david’s ChurCh, C. 1770
Used as a hospital by both armies St. David’s also survived use 

by both armies during the American Revolution. There are marked 
Confederate graves in the cemetery and unmarked Union and 
Confederate ones. Sherman’s troops marched by this site to cross 
the pontoon bridges at the end of Church Street.
Location: East end of Church Street (91 Church Street)

Confederate MonuMent, C. 1867
Erected in St. David’s Cemetery by the women of Cheraw, this 

is believed to be the oldest Confederate Monument in the US. 
The inscription is taken from Stonewall Jackson’s last words: 
“We have crossed over the river and rest in the shade of the trees.”
Location: Cemetery of Old St. David’s Church, East end of 
Church Street

riverside Park 
The park was the site of Cheraw’s first ferries, bridges and 

steamboat landing. It was the site of the skirmish for the Pee Dee 
River bridge, gunboat Pee Dee engagement, and the ravine hold-
ing gunpowder whose accidental explosion killed several Union 
soldiers and destroyed Cheraw’s business district.
Location: East end of Church Street



CheraW toWn hall, C. 1858
The Town Hall and Opera House served as a Confederate hos-

pital, one of many in Cheraw. Gen. Hardee was forced to abandon 
the hospital when he retreated.
Location: Town Green, Market Street

CheraW lyCeuM, C. 1820
The Lyceum served as an office for both Union and Con-

federate quartermasters and was also the telegraph office. The 
Lyceum’s library was stolen by Union soldiers whose path into 
North Carolina could be traced by abandoned books. This was 
later the occupation army headquarters during reconstruction. 
Now Cheraw’s museum, the Lyceum contains several exhibits 
pertaining to the Confederate War in Cheraw. Keys may be 
picked up at the Chamber of Commerce.
Location: Town Green, Market Street

ingraM’s Pee dee river artifaCts rooM
Hobby diver Miller Ingram has a wonderful collection of Civil 

War ordnance found in the river in his law office. Open during 
business hours.
Location: Market Street (Wall), North side of Town Green

inglis-MCiver laW offiCe, C. 1830
One of the sole survivors of the explosion that destroyed the busi-

ness district in 1865, this building was moved to the Town Green in 
1940. It was the two room office of John Inglis who introduced the 
resolution that South Carolina secede and chaired the Ordinance 
committee and his law partner, Ordinance signer Henry McIver.
Location: Town Green, Market Street

the MerChants bank (noW first Citizens)
The Merchants Bank—one of the official gold depositories for 

the Confederate States of America—was among the last to honor 
Confederate currency. The vault is still intact.
Location: 232 Market Street

the inglis house, C. 1800
This was the in-town home of John Inglis. Inglis’ plantation was 

destroyed completely. Because there was a $10,000 price tag on his 
head, Inglis fled into North Carolina with his 16-year old daughter, 
leaving his wife to try to protect her invalid mother. She succeeded 
in saving their home. Private Residence.
Location: 226 Third Street

the teaCherage, C. 1780
This is thought to be the oldest house still standing in Cheraw. 

For most of the 19th century this was home to the Malloy family 
who sent six sons to war. All of these boys returned, although one 
later died from his wounds. The magnolia trees in this yard were 
planted in honor of these boys; the house survived an attempt to 
burn it. Private Residence.
Location: 230 Third Street

hoMe of henry MCiver, C. 1790
The home of Henry McIver, signer of the Ordinance of Seces-

sion, and captain in the Confederate Calvary, was the personal 
headquarters for Gen. William T. Sherman for several days in 
March of 1865. Private Residence.
Location: 143 McIver Street

enfield, C. 1815
The personal headquarters of Sherman’s second in command, 

Gen. O. O. Howard in March of 1865. Private Residence.
Location: 145 McIver Street

the Matheson house, C. 1810
The official Union Army headquarters were located in and 

around this house. Accounts written by a family member describe 
the soldiers dancing to a music box taken from the house next 
door and the destruction of a carriage on the property. Private 
Residence.
Location: 612 Kershaw Street

st. Peter’s CatholiC ChurCh, C. 1840
Saber marks on the outside columns and a burn mark on the 

floor inside bear testimony to Sherman’s occupation of Cheraw. 
The interior furnishings were destroyed, not to be replaced until 
the turn of the century. The current pews came from the Duke of 
Westphalia’s private chapel.
Location: 602 Market Street

the ChristoPher Pegeus house, C. 1825
The raised basement of this house was used by the Union Army 

as a guard house. Private Residence.
Location: 320 Market Street

boxWood hall, C. 1822
A cannon ball hit the porch of this house. A ham hidden in the 

attic left a grease spot on a ceiling that is still difficult to keep 
covered with paint. Private Residence.
Location: 317 Market Street

first Presbyterian ChurCh, C. 1832
Union soldiers made the pulpit area into a bandstand and 

danced in the interior. The Confederates had used the church 
as a hospital earlier.
Location: 300 Market Street

Cash/inglis house, C. 1830
Around 1860, Col. E. B. C. Cash briefly owned this dwelling. 

Cash was a planter, and, for a short time, a Confederate officer. 
He is most famous for participating in the last fatal duel in South 
Carolina. The house was later owned by William Cowper Inglis, 
Capt. 8th SC Infantry and his family.
Location: 504 Market Street, Cheraw



Winnsboro and fairfield County 
Sherman’s troops spent three days pillaging and burning across the 

county in February 1865 after burning Columbia. General William’s 
troops came into the downtown area and protected much of the his-
toric district by posting guards in residences. Still several important 
sites were lost to the torches of stragglers.
Location: Fairfield County is located north of Columbia, the capi-
tal city of SC. The North-South approaches are US Hwy 321, 21, 
215 and I-77. The East-West approach is SC Highway 34.
Contact: Pelham Lyles, Fairfield County Museum
(803) 635-9811   e-mail: fairfieldmus@truvista.net    www.fair-
fieldsc.com/secondary.aspx?pageID=125

roCky Mount
Sherman’s troops collected here to cross the Wateree River at the 

shoals into Lancaster County.
Location: On private land, but one can overlook the shoals by the 
old hydroelectric plant.
Contact: Pelham Lyles, Fairfield County Museum
(803) 635-9811   e-mail: fairfieldmus@truvista.net

Mt. olivet Presbyterian ChurCh CeMetery
In this cemetery lie buried—one on top of the other—two broth-

ers, John and Thomas McCullogh, who died in 1864, prisoners of 
war in the infamous prison camp in Elmira, NY. They died one 
day apart, the younger before the older. Their grave marker is one 
monument with 2 columns, one slightly taller than the other. Also 
buried here are many other soldiers, dating back to the late 1700s.
Location: 4848 State Highway 200 (between Great Falls and Winns-
boro). From I-77, take exit #48 for approx. 1/3 mile. Bear right on 
SC 200. Travel for 6.4 miles to church, located 1/4 mile off highway.
Contact: Church office (803) 635-2409
e-mail: fairfieldmus@truvista.net

old briCk ChurCh
The confederate soldiers, when retiring before Sherman in his 

march through the area, destroyed the bridge over Little River. Sher-
man’s men tore up the flooring and sleepers of the church for material 
to rebuild the bridge. Although the church is not generally open to 
the public, a door facing inside the church still holds a hand-written 
apology for the defacement. It is simply signed “A Yankee”.
Location: From Columbia, Take 321 N to Highway 213 (turn left at 
the Days Inn). Follow 213 for approximately 11 miles. The Old Brick 
Church is located on the left just past the Little River.  For more info, 
(803) 635-4242

Mt. zion College (Wayside hosPital)
Mt. Zion College, previously located near the now abandoned 

Mt. Zion School, was turned into the Wayside Hospital during the 
last days of the Civil War.
Location: From Columbia, take 321 N to 321 Business (turn right 
at the traffic light before Bi-Lo). Continue on #321 business route 
through the mill village and into downtown Winnsboro. Turn right 
onto College Street (just past the post office. Turn right onto N. 
Zion Street. Immediately turn left on Hudson Street. The Mt. Zion 
School which occupies the same approximate location will be 
within view on the left.
Contact: Pelham Lyles, Fairfield County Museum
(803) 635-9811   e-mail: fairfieldmus@truvista.net

the Century house (ridgeWay) 
Built in 1856, the Century House is reported to have been occu-

pied by General P.G.T. Beauregard, commanding General of the 
Confederate forces of the deep South, due to Ridgeway’s telegraph 
and railroad offices. It is also claimed that during the Civil War, 
Union soldiers on the way from burning Columbia, stopped by the 
Century House and demanded to see the owner. James B. Cole-
man was gravely ill at the time, but his wife, Ascenith, met with 
the commander of the troop. When she asked for his protection, 
he graciously assented, and the house was spared.
Location: From Columbia, take I-77 N to exit 34. Turn right onto 
Highway 34 and follow it 3 miles into downtown Ridgeway. The 
Century House is located on the right past R.H. Lee Auction House.
Contact: Mayor Charlene Herring
e-mail: cherring@richland2.org

st. John’s ePisCoPal ChurCh burning 
Searching for St. John’s silver communion service, the Yankee 

troops were said to have unearthed a freshly covered grave site 
believing it to be a possible hiding spot for the silver. Having only 
found a coffin, it is claimed that they removed the body of Major 
Manigault and with curses placed the body up, with the face 
toward the church, which in the meantime had been set on fire. 
While the St. John parish still occupies downtown Winnsboro, 
the building is no longer on this site; however, the graveyard now 
serves as the Town cemetery.
Location: From Columbia, take 321 N to 321 Business (turn right 
at the traffic light before Bi-Lo). Continue on 321 Business through 
the mill village and into downtown Winnsboro. Turn left on Fair-
field Street. The cemetery is located near the corner of Fairfield 
and Garden Streets.
Contact: Pelham Lyles, Fairfield County Museum
(803) 635-9811   e-mail: fairfieldmus@truvista.net

fairfield County historiCal MuseuM 
Until the Civil War broke out, this building was occupied by 

Mrs. Ladd who operated the Winnsboro Female Academy. After 
moving out, she put her pupils to work making flags, the first of 
our stars and bars to be presented to our National Guard. This 
memorable flag presentation took place just opposite Mrs. Ladd’s 
school, in front of the home of Mrs. Osborne Woodward (now the 



location of the Pine Tree Playhouse). The young ladies represented, 
in costume, all the states which had seceded, with Maryland in 
black, lying at their feet, because “we mourned that she did not 
come with us.”
Location: From Columbia, take 321 N to 321 Business (turn right 
at the traffic light before Bi-Lo). Continue on 321 Business through 
the mill village and into downtown Winnsboro. The Museum is 
located just past Moultrie Street on the West Side of the South 200 
Block of Congress Street (231 South Congress Street).
Contact: Pelham Lyles, Fairfield County Museum
(803) 635-9811   e-mail: fairfieldmus@truvista.net

battle of boykin’s Mill
General Edward R. Potter and his troops attempted to destroy 

the railroad between Sumter and Camden late in the War. A marker 
notes the site of this Civil War battle which took place on April 18, 
1865, one of the last during the conflict. On that day, about 250 
Confederate soldiers and volunteers with the SC Home Guard 
fought the federal soldiers. The federal troops won the battle but 
their progress was delayed by a full day. During the conflict, First 
Lieutenant E. L. Stevens of the all-Negro 54th Massachusetts 
Infantry (depicted in the film, “Glory”, starring Denzel Washing-
ton and Morgan Freeman), was killed, thus distinguishing him 
as the last federal officer to die in the Civil War. The battle took 
place nine days after the end of the war had been declared. The 
54th Massachusetts Infantry was the first group of former slaves 
and freemen to fight as a commissioned group. It is rumored that a 
slave in Boykin led soldiers of the 54th to the most strategic fight-
ing locations in the surrounding woods. Twenty years later, the 
federal government sent a team to recover the bodies of the fallen 
soldiers. They were then buried in the National Cemetery in Flor-
ence, SC. This site has been named one of the top 10 Carolinas’ 
Civil War sites by John Blair in his book, “Touring the Carolinas’ 
Civil War Sites”.
Location: SC 261, 9 miles S of Camden, Boykin Mill Area
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum, (803) 425-6050
www.camdenarchives.org

Pantheon
The six-columned pantheon is dedicated to the six generals of 

the Confederacy native to Kershaw County: James Chesnut, James 
Canty, Zach Canty Deas, John D. Kennedy, Joseph Brevard Ker-
shaw, and John B. Villepigue.
Location: Rectory Square, at Chesnut Street, between Lyttleton 
and Fair, Camden
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum, (803) 425-6050    www.
camdenarchives.org

quaker CeMetery
The graves of General John D. Kennedy, General Joseph Bre-

vard Kershaw and General John B. Villepigue are here along with 
many other soldiers of the War, some unknown. Richard Kirk-
land, the Confederate hero who risked his life to give water to the 
wounded Federal troops at the Battle of Fredericksburg, is buried 
here. Dr. George Rogers Clark Todd, a Confederate surgeon in 
Camden and the brother of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln is also buried 
here. The Confederate spy, Josephine Brown, is buried here as 
Josephine Lovett Noel. 
Location: 700 Block of Meeting Street, Camden
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum, (803) 425-6050
www.camdenarchives.org

PoWder Magazine
This 1859 arsenal was used before and during the War for stor-

age of arms and ammunition. It has hollow wall construction to 
ventilate and keep powder dry.
Location: 900 Block of Market Street, Camden
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum, (803) 425-6050
www.camdenarchives.org

Confederate MonuMent
Erected in 1883 in memory of the local “brave sons who fell 

during the Confederate War, defending the rights and honor of the 
South.” The monument features a dove on top.
Location: Monument Square, at Broad Street (Hwy 521 South) 
and Laurens, directly across the street from Camden Archives & 
Museum
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum (803) 425-6050
www.camdenarchives.org

sarsfield
This is the last of many homes of General James and Mary 

Boykin Chesnut. Mary Chesnut completed her famous diary here. 
Private Residence.
Location: 136 Chesnut Street, Camden
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum, (803) 425-6050
www.camdenarchives.org

kaMsChatka
When Confederate General James Chesnut built this house 

(c.1854), its then remote location from the town inspired him to 
name it “Kamschatka” (colloquial spelling) for one of the north-
ernmost points in Siberia. He and his wife, Mary Boykin Chesnut, 
left this home when he was elected to the US Senate in 1858. This 
home was later owned by the William F. Buckley family. Private 
Residence.
Location: 108 Kirkwood Lane, Camden
Contact: Camden Archives and Museum, (803) 425-6050 
www.camdenarchives.org



old Presbyterian ChurCh & CeMetery
Originally erected in 1862, this church replaced a wood struc-

ture built in 1835 on land purchased from Eliza Gill. The building 
is in early Gothic style architecture and has 16-inch thick walls 
of plaster that are marked to resemble stone. During the War, 
Sherman’s soldiers stabled their horses inside the church. After 
the Presbyterian congregation built a church on Main Street in 
1926, the building was used by various groups until it was sold 
to the Masonic Lodge. In 1976, ownership was transferred to the 
Lancaster County Society for Historic Preservation. This building 
is on the National Register of Historic Places. Many of Lancaster’s 
early community leaders are buried in the graveyard adjoining the 
church which also contains the graves of veterans of five wars.
Location: West Gay Street, between French and Plyler Streets, Lan-
caster
Contact: Lancaster County Welcome Center, (803) 416-9455 
email: welcomecenter@lancastercountysc.net
www.mylancastersc.org 

historiC lanCaster County Courthouse
Union troops tried to burn this building, a national landmark 

designed by Robert Mills, by placing court records on the floor 
and setting them afire. The town’s residents rushed in to put the 
fire out after the troops left. Located in front of the courthouse 
is a monument of Lancastrian Confederate soldier Capt. Amos 
McManus. The statue was dedicated by the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy of Lancaster. This courthouse is also rumored to 
be the site of the last American witchcraft trial in 1813. Following 
an arsonist’s attempt to burn down the historic courthouse in 2008, 
it re-opened in early 2011 as the Lancaster County Welcome Center 
and future site of the Lancaster County Historic Museum. A self-
guided tour brochure is available in the Welcome Center. 
Location: 101 North Main Street, Lancaster
Contact: Lancaster County Welcome Center, (803) 416-9455 
email: welcomecenter@lancastercountysc.net
www.mylancastersc.org 

hanging roCk
Identifiable by the rock’s unusual shape and appearance, the 

site is one of a Revolutionary War battle. It is the site of a Union 
encampment where Sherman spent two days during the War 
Between the States. Also, in August 1780, a group Gen. Thomas 
Sumter’s troops attacked and defeated a large contingent of Brit-
ish and Loyalist troops here. A granite marker was erected at the 
foot of Hanging Rock in 1948 by the Waxhaws Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.  

Location: Off Flat Rock Road, approximately five miles south of 
the Town of Heath Springs. 
Contact: Lancaster County Welcome Center, (803) 416-9455 
email: welcomecenter@lancastercountysc.net
www.mylancastersc.org 

Mineral sPrings Park and Walking trail
The trail marks the location of a historic inn and camping 

site which provided entertainment and lodging for stage coach 
travelers. Water from the Spring was well known for possessing 
highly valuable medicine properties, being strongly chalybeate.  
It is believed that the health resort was destroyed by Sherman’s 
soldiers in 1865. Always accessible. 
Location: 221 Spring Street, Heath Springs
Contact: Lancaster County Welcome Center, (803) 416-9455 
email: welcomecenter@lancastercountysc.net
www.mylancastersc.org 

rose hill Plantation
Erected prior to 1832, Rose Hill Plantation State Historic Site 

was home to South Carolina’s Secession Governor, William Henry 
Gist.  Originally named for its landscaped rose garden, today Rose 
Hill is noted for its restored gardens, historic trees, Georgian-style 
architectural features, and period furnishings. The site is also 
an ideal place to explore the prosperous Antebellum lifestyle an 
upcountry planter and the role of cotton, slaves and tenant farm-
ers in South Carolina’s history. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Programs include house tours, a Christmas open 
house, and additional programs throughout the year.  
Location: 8 miles south of Union, off US 176 at 2677 Sardis Road, 
near the Tyger River. 
Contact: Park Ranger (864) 427-5966  
e-mail: rosehill@scprt.com

rose hill Plantation CeMetery
The graves of William Henry Gist, South Carolina’s Secessionist 

Governor, his wife, and many of his children including William 
Muraena Gist who was killed at Fort Loudon, Nov 18, 1863 during 
the siege of Knoxville are located there.
Location: 9 miles south of Union (one mile past the Gist Mansion), 
off US 176 at 2677 Sardis Road, near the Tyger River. 
Contact: Park Ranger (864) 427-5966 
e-mail: rosehill@scprt.com



Cross keys house, C. 1814
On 30 April 1865, according to family tradition, the lady of the 

house, Mrs. Warren E. Davis (Mary Ann Bobo Whitmire) played 
hostess to Jefferson  Davis, President, CSA, and his entourage at 
this house during Mr. Davis’s flight from Richmond.  Open by 
appointment, the house is one of the finest examples of Colonial 
Georgian in the upstate.  Each year on the weekend closest to 
April 30 as three day re-enactment of President Davis’s visit is 
held.  The house is listed on the National Historic Register and is 
owned by the Union County Historical Society which has begun 
an extensive plantation re-creation. 
Location: 163 Old Buncombe Road (11 miles southwest of the city 
on SC Highway 49), Union.
Contact (information and special events): (864) 429-5081
www.visitunioncountymuseum.com

Judge thoMas daWkins house, C. 1845
This home housed state papers and records when Sherman’s 

advance on Columbia looked inevitable.
Location: On Dawkins Street, campus of USC-Union
(401 East Main Street), Union
Contact: The Union/Laurens Commission for Higher Education 
(864) 429-8728 or 1-800-768-5566

historiCal Markers
Courthouse: Confederate Monument on the courthouse grounds.
Location: 210 West Main Street, Union
Contact: (864) 427-6908

general WilliaM henry WallaCe hoMe
A granite marker commemorates the historical significance. 

Jefferson Davis ate a noon meal there in April 1865.  
Location: East Main Street, Union
Contact: (864) 427-6908

union County MuseuM
Two of the three battle flags from Union County which survived 

the War Between the States in tact are on display at the Museum 
as is the table upon the Ordinance of Secession was drawn up and 
signed.  The Pea Ridge Volunteers Flag came home after the Battle 
of Seven Pines while the Johnson Rifles / Palmetto Sharpshooters 
flag was at Appomattox Court House. Uniforms including those 
of General William Wallace, General States Rights Gist and the 
parade/convention uniform of J. J. Eison are included along with 
swords and other weaponry. Two Union County families were 
involved with blockade running and artifacts from those families 
are displayed as well.  The Museum is open on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday from 9 until 4 and on Saturday from 2 until 5.  
Location: 127 West Main Street, Historic Downtown Union.
Contact: (864) 429-5081 or www. unioncountymuseum.com

Confederate Park
Approximately one-fourth of Ft. Mill’s Main Street is devoted to 

Confederate Park. The park has four monuments that are dedicated 
to faithful slaves loyal to the Confederacy, soldiers of the Confed-
eracy, the women of the Confederacy and the Catawba Indians who 
served in the Confederate Army. Location: Downtown Fort Mill.
Location: Downtown Fort Mill.
Contact: Fort Mill Area Council (803) 547-5900
or Fort Mill Downtown Association (803) 547-2353 

battle for the CataWba bridge                 
at nation ford

  Constructed by the Charlotte & SC Railroad in 1852, the 
wooden railroad trestle at Nation Ford was destroyed by fire 
on April 19, 1865. Local tradition states that the trestle was 
burned by a detachment of the 12th Ohio Cavalry under Maj. 
Erastus C. Moderwell, part of Gen.George Stoneman’s US Cav-
alry Corps. Other reports indicate that the bridge was burned by 
Confederate defenders before the Union troops arrived. There 
was a brief skirmish between Union and Confederate troops at 
the site later that day. A week later, President Jefferson Davis 
and his party crossed the river on a nearby pontoon bridge 
during their flight south from Richmond, headed to York.                                                                                                                                            
Location: 2 miles north of Rock Hill on Hwy. 21
Contact: Historical Center of York County
(803) 684-3948 ext. 33
www.chmuseums.org

rose hotel, C. 1852
Confederate President Jefferson Davis and his party spent the 

night of April 27-28, 1865 in York at the home of Dr. J. Rufus 
Bratton, adjacent to the Rose Hotel. The following day, Secretary 
of War John C. Breckinridge addressed the gathered crowds from 
the hotel’s second story, telling them to “keep the faith.” Eight com-
panies of Federal occupation troops, commanded by Maj. Lewis 
Merrill, were stationed here during Reconstruction. These included 
six troops of the US 7th Cavalry Regiment and two companies of 
the US 18th Infantry Regiment. The Rose Hotel was completely 
renovated and converted into rental apartments and offices in 2001.
Location: 43 S. Congress Street, York 

 WilliaM elliott White house, C. 1830
Jefferson Davis and the Confederate Cabinet passed through 

the area during their flight from Richmond in 1865 and all of the 
Cabinet that fled with him spent the night here, April 26-27. The 



next day the last meeting of the full Confederate Cabinet was held 
on the lawn. Although the house is not open to the public, a marker 
commemorates the event.
Location: Hwy 160 N (at edge of town), Fort Mill

rose hill CeMetery
This cemetery is a privately owned burial ground supported by 

family donations. Begun in 1829, Rose Hill was built on the site of 
the Independent Presbyterian Church and is the final resting place 
for many Confederate veterans. York had the highest death rate of 
any county in South Carolina during the Civil War, and the Con-
federate monument here contains a tribute to “Our Confederate 
Dead” by Judge I. D. Witherspoon. Two prominent York residents 
buried in the cemetery are Col. Asbury Coward, co-founder of the 
Kings Mountain Military School and commander of the 5th SC 
Infantry Regiment, and Dr. J. Rufus Bratton, a senior Confeder-
ate surgeon. At least eight soldiers of the US 7th Cavalry and 18th 
Infantry Regiments, quartered in York during Reconstruction, are 
buried in the southeast corner of the cemetery.
Location:  229 East Liberty Street, York
Contact: Greater York Chamber of Commerce (803) 684-2590

MCCorkle/Moore (hoWard) house
Built in the 1820s by Joshua Goore, the house was a stagecoach 

tavern known as Southwestern Hotel.  It was purchased in 1847 by 
Mrs. Benjamin (Elizabeth Anne) Neely, who used several small 
outbuildings as boarding rooms for young ladies attending the local 
Female Academy. Mrs. Neely sold the property to Colonel W.H. 
McCorkle, Confederate veteran and county probate judge. Colonel 
McCorkle planted the now-huge magnolia trees to mark South 
Carolina’s secession from the Union. The Greek Revival facade 
on the front of the house is a later addition to the original Georgian 
design.  All the inside walls are of solid brick. Local legend has 
it that the house was considered for use as “Tara” in Gone With 
the Wind but was turned down because of the close proximity to 
the street and neighboring homes, which would prevent distant 
photography.
Location: 109 North Congress Street, York 
Contact: Greater York Chamber of Commerce  (803) 684-2590

WinthroP university, louise Pettus 
arChives and sPeCial ColleCtions

A number of the Winthrop Archives collections pertain to the 
Civil War and are available for research including diaries, letters, 
muster rolls, publications, reminiscences, genealogical collections, 
scholarly research, photographs and other materials.
Location:  Winthrop University, Dacus Library (corner of Oakland 
Avenue and Eden Terrace), Rock Hill  
Contact: Gina P. White (803) 323-2334
e-mail: archives@winthrop.edu

historiC brattonsville
The confederate cavalry under General Joseph Wheeler camped 

at Brattonsville in 1865 as they retreated (or regrouped) in the face 
of the advancing Union Army. This site was also the original home 
of Confederate surgeon, Dr. J. Rufus Bratton who later moved to 
York.  
Location: 1444 Brattonsville Road, McConnells  (off Hwy. 322, 10 
miles southwest of Rock Hill). Open year round.
Contact: Historic Brattonsville (803) 684-2327

historiC Markers
Two markers note President Jefferson Davis’s flight south from 

Richmond.
Location #1: Eden Terrace, Rock Hill 
Location #2: 47 S. Congress Street, York 

Many thanks to all who have contributed and continue to contribute 
material for this brochure. Without your efforts, we would not have 
been able to compile this vast amount of information. 
This publication is also made possible in part through accommoda-
tions tax funding from the following:

Chester County ATAX Program City of Camden
Chesterfield County Town of Cheraw
Fairfield County City of Chester
Kershaw County ATAX Program Town of Chesterfield
Lancaster County City of Lancaster
Union County Town of Pageland
York County ATAX Program City of Union
Rock Hill ATAX Program Town of Winnsboro 

While every effort has been made to be thorough, the information 
contained herein may only be a partial listing of Civil War sites in 
the area. All material was carefully compiled to ensure maximum 
accuracy. However, the Olde English District Commission cannot 
and does not guarantee the validity of the information furnished to 
them, nor the complete absence of errors and omissions


